
Be smart with power

Here’s how...
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Be powersavvy and save money

Are you powersavvy?
We all need to be smart about the way we use electricity. Being powersavvy means 
being smart with the way you use appliances which will help save you money and also 
help the environment.

It’s easier than you think to be powersavvy. It’s about things you do every day from 
turning off appliances when they’re not needed to buying new energy efficient 
appliances. In fact, it’s often the small changes we make around the house that can 
make the biggest difference.

So we invite you to join us and become powersavvy to start reducing your power costs.

How we calculated electricity running costs
Actual running costs will vary depending on how you use particular appliances, their 
age, location, energy efficiency and other things like the size of your family and weather 
conditions. 

All appliance running cost calculations are based on Ergon Energy’s Residential Tariff 11, 
charged at 24.35 cents per kWh (includes GST).

Tariff price effective from 1 July 2022.

Get started now!



From 23rd March 2021

Questions? 
Call us on 13 10 46

* Available for eligible residential properties.

Nai-Beguta Agama Aboriginal 
Corporation in New Mapoon

Power Card

Linked

Recharge 
your PowerCards at 

Power Card

Flexi  
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How is  
electricity measured?

Electricity use is measured 
using kilowatt hours

Different appliances will  
use different amounts of 

energy to work

*The current tariff for 2022-2023 is 24.35 cents/kWh

1 kilowatt hour = 1 unit of electricity
= about 24c

= 3 units of electricity
= about 72c

= 5 units of electricity
= about $1.20

3 kilowatt hours

5 kilowatt hours
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Where do my power costs go?
Average energy costs in your home each week.

Standby power appliances

30c/day
$2.08/week
$8.33/month

Keeping food cool

53c/day
$3.69/week

$14.78/month

Each device

22c/day
$1.54/week

$6.18/month

Remember, charging 
your devices and 

stand-by power can 
also add to your bill

Single shot booster  
for solar hot water

Costs $1.58 each 
press

Lighting

22c/day
$1.54/week

$6.18/month

Keeping cool

$1.30/day
$9.07/week

$36.27/month

Cooking

44c/day
$3.09/week

$12.36/month

Heating water (electric HWS)

$1.20/day
$8.40/week

$33.58/month

* Based on current 2022-23 tariff and 
28 day month
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How much power do I use?

There are 1000 watts in  
1 kilowatt

To cook with this  
rice cooker  

for 1 HOUR will use 
0.65 KILOWATT HOURS 

of electricity

To cook with this 
electric fry pan  

for 1 HOUR will use 
2 KILOWATT HOURS 

of electricity

Throughout this booklet we use:

Watts  W

kilowatt kW

kilowatt hour kWh

to measure electricty and usage.

You can easily calculate the energy used 
by your appliances. Divide the watts by 
1000, then multiply that result by the 
hours used, then by your tariff. i.e. (2000 
watts/1000) x 1hr x 24.349c = 48c

Power supply:

650 watts
Power supply:

2000 watts1000 watts = 1 kilowatt

= 15c per hour= 48c per hour

Rice cookerElectric frypan
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How do appliances compare each week?

40W

5c

Fluorescent 
light

5 hours

100W

10c

Standard  
LED TV

4 hours

160W

48c

Medium 
fridge*

24 hours

2400W

$3.50

Hot water 
urn

12 hours

750W

16c

Washing 
machine

2 washes

70W

20c

Ceiling fan

12 hours

2400W

12c

Electric 
kettle

Boiled 6 times

420W

41c

Large 
plasma TV

4 hours

180W

53c

Small chest 
freezer*

24 hours

2000W

96c

Electric 
frypan

Used 4 times 
for 30mins 

each*

2400W

86c

Clothes 
dryer

1 load =  
90 mins

810W

$1.63

Bedroom 
2.7kW 

refrigerated 
air con*

12 hours*

2300W

$4.38

Lounge 
room 8kW  

split system 
air con*

12 hours*

* If the thermostat control is set to the highest setting. Actual consumption will vary depending on thermostatic control.

(60% cycle rate)
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How much does it cost to keep cool?

Ceiling fan

12 hours per day x 7 days

New DC fans use even less power.

70W

Refrigerative air 
conditioner*

12 hours per day x 7 days  
set at 25 degrees

2.7kW (810W)

Bedroom split system 
air conditioner*

12 hours per day x 7 days 
set at 25 degrees

2.5kW (600W)

Lounge room split 
system air conditioner*

12 hours per day x 7 days 
set at 25 degrees

8kW (2300W)

Costs about

20c per day
$1.41 per week

Costs about

86c per day
$6.04 per week

Costs about

$1.63 per day
$11.42 per week

Costs about

$4.38 per day
$30.69 per week

*(60% cycle rate)

Every degree cooler the air conditioner is set to, adds 10% to its running costs
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Be smart about keeping cool...

Set the air con 
to 25°C. Each 
degree cooler 
adds an extra 10% 
in running costs.

Ideally set your winter heating to between 
17-19 degrees. Every degree above that will 
cost you an extra 10% on heating bills. Use 
the timer on your heating and turn it off 
when you leave the house

Choose thick sunsmart 
curtains and keep them 
closed to keep the sun’s 
heat out.

When running the air 
con, use the ceiling fan to 
circulate the air in the room.

Report any holes 
in windows 
and walls to 
the responsible 
person.

Choose fans 
instead of air 
con, they are 
much cheaper 
to run.

Close doors and 
windows when you 
switch on the air con.

Clean your fan 
blades and air con 
filters regularly to 
keep them working 
efficiently.

Plant shade trees 
on the sunny side 
of your house.

Choose an air 
con with the 
most stars.

Only cool 
or heat 
the rooms 
you’re 
using.

Turn air con and 
fans off when you 
leave the room.



ENERGY
RATING

An joint government and industry program

Heater Model 123

When tested in accordance with AS/NZS 2442.52

Actual energy use and running costs will depend on how you use the appliance.

Compare models at www.energyrating.gov.au

Energy consumption

458 
kWh per year
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Be smart about keeping warm...

Choose your air con or 
heater with the most 
stars.

Only heat the rooms 
you’re using.

Turn heating and fans 
off when you leave the 
room.

Clean your air con 
filters every month to 
keep them working 
efficiently.

Add blankets to stay 
warm at no cost.

Set reverse cycle 
air conditioner to a 
comfortable 18°C.

Close doors and 
windows when 
you switch on 
the heater.

Choose thick, 
sunsmart curtains and 
keep them closed to 
keep the warm air in.

Report any holes in 
windows and walls 
to the responsible 
person.
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How much does it cost to keep warm?

Convection 
heater

Radiant heater Column oil 
heater

Reverse cycle 
air con

Warm clothes 
and blankets

2400W 2400W 2400W 850W

Costs about

$3.51 per day
$24.54 per week

Or on ‘half heat’ setting 
$1.75/day, $12.27/week

Costs about

$3.51 per day
$24.54 per week

Costs about

$3.51 per day
$24.54 per week

Costs about

$1.24 per day
$8.69 per week

Set the heater 
to a low 

setting, around

18°C
Every degree 

warmer 
adds around 

10% 
to the running 

costsFull heat setting 
6 hours per day x 7 days

3 elements running 
6 hours per day x 7 days

Small room model 
6 hours per day x 7 days

Set at 18°C/low heat 
6 hours per day x 7 days

Stay warm for no cost 
by rugging up in warm 
clothes and blankets.
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Be smart about using hot water...

– Turn off dripping 
taps or talk to 
someone about 
getting them fixed.

Use cold water 
to wash clothes 
whenever possible.

Hot water is only 
needed to wash 
greasy stains and 
nappies.

Have shorter 
showers. To save 
$$$ and energy, 
use a timer.

Electric hot 
water - set 
thermostat to 
60°C if you can.

Only run the washing 
machine when it’s got a 
full load of clothes.

Install a one shot booster for your solar hot water 
system. The booster costs you $1.41 every time you 
press the button. Only push the booster button if the 
water is cold.

Use free energy 
from the sun to 
dry clothes.



ENERGY
RATING

An joint government and industry program

Refridgerator Model 123

When tested in accordance with AS/NZS 2442.52

Actual energy use and running costs will depend on how you use the appliance.

Compare models at www.energyrating.gov.au

Energy consumption

458 
kWh per year
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Be smart about keeping food cool...

Keep fridges and 
freezers inside where it 
is shady.

Keeping your fridge 
seals clean and in good 
condition keeps the cold 
air in your fridge.

Keep the fridge 
door closed as 
much as possible.

Defrost your fridge when it 
frosts up. A build-up of ice 
over 1cm thick strains the 
motor and is not efficient.

Unplug second fridge 
or freezer when not in 
use. Only use it if you 
need to.

Set the temperature of 
your fridge and freezer 
to a middle setting.

Make sure there is a gap 
between the fridge/
freezer and the wall for 
air flow.

Choose a fridge or 
freezer that is the right 
size for your needs.

Clean dust from 
the coils.

Choose fridges or freezers with the 
lowest yearly kWh consumption 
when comparing fridges or freezes 
of similar size.
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Be smart about cooking...

Try to cook one big meal 
instead of lots of little 
meals.

Use a kettle to boil water 
instead of an electric 
stove top.

Cover pots when 
boiling water to keep 
the heat in.

Choose small 
appliances instead of 
the stove if you can.

When cooking, open the 
oven only if you need to.

Only boil the amount of 
water you need.
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Be cooking smart...

Running costs

$

$

$
$

$

For example, using these appliances  
to prepare the evening meal every  

night for 1 month costs...

Between

$1.40 - $1.92
if you use a toaster

Between

$2.88 - $3.45
if you use the kettle

Between

$3.07 - $3.36
if you use a 
microwave

Between

$6.72 - $7.87
if you use an 

electric stovetop  
or 2-burner

Between

$7.68 - $9.11
if you use an 

electric frypan  
set on high

Between

$9.11 - $10.55
if you use an 
electric oven

$
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Be smart about lighting your house...

Use natural light where possible.

Limit use of outside lights. Install 
sensors so they only come on when 

needed.

You can remove the second tube to 
save power.

Replace old spotlights (floodlights)  
with PAR38 (23 watt) LEDs. They are 

cheaper to run and last longer.

Ask about installing timer switches  
for your outside lights.

5 watt LED replaces 13 watt CFL

Turn off lights when you leave the  
room and get the kids to do the same.



17
Be powersavvy and save money

Be entertainment smart...

1c
8c

12c

19c 21c

55c

Eight hours watching a large 
plasma TV costs four times  

as much as an LED TV.  
The bigger the screen, the 

more it costs to run.

97c

Radio

iPad

Game console
(when gameplaying)

Laptop

Desktop LED TV

Plasma TV

Running costs (for eight hours)
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How to stop using stand-by power...

Your appliance is using 
power if the stand-by 
light is ON.

Stand-by power is being used 
even when the appliance has 
been switched off.

You can save money by stopping stand-by power

To save money, turn the 
appliance OFF at the wall.
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How to choose appliances...

Look for fridges or freezers 
of similar sizes with the  
lowest yearly kilowatt 

consumption

When you choose fridges, freezers, washing machines and other appliances,  
look at the energy rating labels and check the annual kilowatt consumption.

Costs about

$9.59 per week
$498 per year

$4,989 per 10 years

Costs about

$2.40 per week
$124 per year

$1,247 per 10 years

Medium sized fridge/freezer turned on for 24 hours.

Use these labels to help you buy appliances

ENERGY
RATING

An joint government and industry program

Refridgerator Model 123

The more  
stars the more 

energy efficient

When tested in accordance with AS/NZS 2442.52

Actual energy use and running costs will depend on how you use the appliance.

Compare models at www.energyrating.gov.au

*Fridge running costs will vary slightly depending on brand, 
motor type and location of fridge.

20 year old
420L fridge/freezer

(Before appliance  
standards introduced)

New
5 star

425L fridge/freezer

Energy consumption

458 
kWh per year

ENERGY
RATING

An joint government and industry program

Refridgerator Model 123

When tested in accordance with AS/NZS 2442.52

Actual energy use and running costs will depend on how you use the appliance.

Compare models at www.energyrating.gov.au

Energy consumption

458 
kWh per year



Can I get a rebate on my electricity bill? 
If you have at least one of the following cards:

• Pensioner Concession Card issued by Services Australia 

(Centrelink) or the Department of Veterans’ Affairs

• Department of Veterans’ Affairs Gold Card and also receiving  

the War Widow/er or special rate TPI Pension

• Queensland Seniors Card

• Commonwealth Health Care Card

• Australian Government ImmiCard, with asylum seeker status.

To find out more, please contact us on the number below, or visit  

https://www.ergon.com.au/retail/residential/support-programs/

electricity-rebate 

If you live in a card operated meter 
community, look out for our new versions  
of your power cards

Ergon Energy Retail is committed to connecting respectfully with Queensland’s 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and communities.

We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the First Nations 
people of Australia and the Traditional Custodians of this land and its waters.

We pay our respects to Elders past, present and future for they hold the 
memories, the traditions, the culture and knowledge of Aboriginal Australia.

This Linked Power Card is 
linked to YOUR meter, and if 
you are eligible, the Queensland 
Government electricity rebate is 
paid quarterly to this card. Take 
this card to where you normally 
recharge your power card at the 
beginning of January, April, July 
and October to redeem your 
rebate.

This Flexi Power Card can be 
used in any community and in any 
meter.

Customer service

13 10 46
8am - 5pm, Mon to Fri

ergon.com.au/contact 5
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Linked

Power Card
Flexi

Power Card

Powersavvy® is a registered trademark of Energy Queensland Pty Ltd and licenced 
by Ergon Energy Qld Pty Ltd


